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Thank you for your interest in visiting our farm. We hope that the experience will 
give your children inspiration and information about parts of the curriculum that 
are sometimes difficult to teach in a classroom environment. 
 
The visit allows children to see for themselves how a modern farm works, in an 
enjoyable and safe environment. 
 
The countryside offers an invaluable teaching resource. The visit can be used to 
teach all aspects of the curriculum through learning about farming and the 
countryside. 
 
This pack will help you to prepare a successful programme tailored to suit the 
needs of your group.
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Holme Lacy Campus 
Holme Lacy 
Hereford HR2 6LL 
 
Contact person: Peter Hewitt 
 
Tel no: 01432 870029 
 
Fax: 01432 870566 
 
Email: hewittp@hct.ac.uk 
 
Website: www.hct.ac.uk 
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In the first instance, please telephone the college to discuss a visit.  
 
A preliminary visit is then always useful to see our facilities and discuss 
requirements. 
 
Cost of visit: Please discuss any costs with Peter Hewitt 
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Once booked if you are unable to carry out your visit, please let the college know 
as soon as possible so that we can make alternative arrangements. 
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a. The Holme Lacy College farm is situated in the village of Holme Lacy, five 
miles South East of Hereford.  The land extends to 246.9 hectares.  It is 
mostly used for agricultural production with some woodland areas.  The farm 
began organic conversion in 2001 and completed in 2003.  
�
b. The college farm once formed part of a much larger estate of 2043 
hectares.  This estate was owned by the Scudamore family and was centred 
around Holme Lacy House. 
�

ii) The farms lowest lying fields are on the flood plain of the River 
Wye at 150ft above sea level.  Here the soil is deep fertile silt 
loam.  This is excellent for growing arable crops. 

iii)  
iv) The farm then rises to a terrace of 220ft.  This consists of free 

draining, stony loam and is easily cultivated for cereals and new 
lays. 

v)  
vi) The top of the farm rises to 400ft.  This consists of a shallow loam 

overlying clay loam which can be very difficult to cultivate.  It is 
kept as permanent pasture and parkland. 

The farm has a mild lowland climate and lies in the rain shadow of the Welsh 
mountains.  Its average rainfall is 680mm.   
The average growing period is from 10th March to 26th November – 
approximately 261 days. 
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Because the farm is managed organically no chemicals, artificial fertilizers or 
feed stuff is used.  Organic farming has the least ecological damage too the 
environment.  One of the aims of this style of farming is to conserve and 
enhance wildlife and land. 
 
The farm replaces and puts in new hedges each year, lays some hedges to 
regenerate growth and manages its woodland. 
 
The farm as also leaves field margins and has put permanent pasture in place 
where the land borders the river Wye. 
�

vii) The farm has recently set up a meat box scheme where fresh 
organic beef and lamb is sold from the farm direct to the public. 

viii)  
�-.  The farm is used regularly as a training site for many college 

courses in all areas ran throughout the year.�
x)  

 
If necessary the college can provide a covered area for pack lunches or for 
wet weather activities, we also have a refectory on the college campus. 
 
Picnic area: On the sports field opposite the college or a spot with a view on 
the college farm. 
 
Toilets: College campus and at the farm. 
 
Hand-washing facilities: College campus and at the farm. 
 
Access for those with disabilities: The college campus is wheelchair-friendly 
and there is a tractor and personal carrier with wheel chair access for farm 
tours.  Some parts of the farm also have wheel chair access. 
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Ponds for wildlife investigations. 
Woodlands for tree studies. 
Many good views of the landscape for sketching. 
Different soil types for scientific investigation. 
Life cycles. 
Food chains.�
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Visits to our farm begin with the group being welcomed at the college.  The 
group will be shown a designated area where bags can be left and footwear 
changed. 
 
A few minutes will be spent with Peter Hewitt giving an introductory talk about 
the farm, along with a reminder about health and safety. 
 
Depending on length of stay a visit can include looking at and discussing the 
animals and the environment they live in, a trip around the farmland to see 
different areas of interest such as arable crops, woodland and wildlife. 

Farm tour – an introduction to the farm 
Ask the farmer – questions from the group 
A themed walk – this can vary according to group interests. Walks can be 
based on farming, conservation, wildlife, woodland and much more. 
Learning about animals – explaining more about the animals on the farm and 
how they are kept. 
Growing crops – explaining how crops are grown and what they are used for. 
Observing farm practices – activities that the group may see during their visit, 
such as ploughing, harvesting and lambing.  These activities will depend on 
the season. 
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There are many ways in which farming and growing 
can enrich the curriculum: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art & Design  
·  Animals and plants in 

design 
·  Photography 
·  Natural and chemical 

dyes 

Geography  
·  Human influences on 

the environment 
·  Farming in different 

parts of the world 
·  Water cycle 

History  
·  History of farming 
·  Dig for Victory 
·  Historical farm and garden implements 
·  Archaeology 
·  National history/battle sites 

ICT 
·  Designing maps and 

equipment 
·  Testing out an animal 

house or protection for 
plants 

·  Producing a farm  
booklet or gardening 
calendar 

Drama 
·  Animal masks and 

puppets 
·  Role-play 

farmers/gardeners 
work 

·  Enacting life-cycles 
and food chains 

PE 
·  Animal movements  
·  Eating and health 

English  
·  Looking at topical 

issues, eg. 
battery/free range, 
organic farming and 
growing 

·  Reading and writing 
animal stories and 
poems 

·  Keeping a garden 
diary 

PSHE & Citizenship  
·  Where our food 

comes from 
·  Sustainable 

development and 
planting at school 

RE 
·  Care for our world 
·  Feasting and fasting, 

eg. Ramadan, Eid 
·  Festivals, eg. Harvest, 

Easter 

Mathematics  
·  Measuring wind 

speed and rainfall 
·  Measuring growth in 

plants and animals 
·  Collecting data 

Science 
·  Seasonal changes 
·  Life processes 
·  Habitats 
·  Food chains 
·  Care of living things 



The farming year  
 

We do different things on the college farm each 
season  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A busy time of year!  
Lambing and calving.  
Planting potatoes and cereal crops such 
as spring corn.  

�

SPRING 

 
Shearing sheep. 
Topping grassland. 
Weed management in crops 
Making compost 

�

SUMMER 

 
Fencing 
Hedgelaying 
Stock tasks including feeding 
Grading and selling potatoes and corn 
General maintenance 

�

WINTER AUTUMN 

Harvesting cereals and potatoes 
Plant winter crops 
Start supplementary feeding of stock if 
neccessary 



Here are a few ideas to get you started.  
 
At Key Stage 1 the farm visit can widen the pupils’ first-hand experience in a whole 
range of visual, tactile and other sensory situations . Within this are the important 
messages of the life cycle and seasonal change. There is a wealth of opportunity 
for language development and literacy skills. 
  
At Key Stage 2 the visit can stimulate and excite pupils’ curiosity. It also satisfies 
their curiosity as they begin to apply their knowledge and understanding of ideas. 
Pupils can consider the farm as a good example of an environment affected by 
human activity, think about attitudes to farming, the rural environment and the 
conflicts of interest that arise.  
They talk about their work and its significance and communicate their ideas using 
a wide range of language.  
 
At Key Stage 3 many different subject requirements can be satisfied. For example in 
history, the adaptation of farm buildings over the centuries can offer first-hand 
evidence of social and technological changes . This readily promotes the skills of 
handling and assessing . Pupils can investigate and debate a wide range of 
complex issues and begin to understand the environmental, social and 
economic implications.  
 
At Key Stage 4 farm visits can be used to deliver examination subjects both 
academic and vocational. Contact with farmers will help to focus on the real life 
application of skills within the workplace , engaging pupils with contemporary 
issues and focusing on their role as users and consumers.  
 

Things to remember when visiting the countryside  
 
Risk assessment  
 
We advise a pre-visit to our farm, during which you can carry out a risk assessment 
and become familiar with the site. A copy of the farm’s risk assessment is available 
on request.  
 
 
Clothing  
 
You and your pupils should wear appropriate outdoor clothing, including sturdy 
shoes or wellingtons, not sandals. 
 
  
Behaviour  
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